
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H1307 March 22, 2023 
RECOGNIZING TOM FANNING AND CHRIS WOMACK 

Mr. CARTER of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize Tom Fan-
ning and Chris Womack of the South-
ern Company. 

Tom is the current chairman of the 
board, CEO, and president of Southern 
Company. For more than 42 years, 
Tom’s excellent leadership has helped 
mold Southern Company into the great 
company it is today. I thank Tom for 
his decades of service to Southern 
Company and the First District of 
Georgia. 

On March 31, 2023, Chris Womack will 
become chairman of the board, CEO, 
and president of Southern Company. 
Chris currently serves as chairman, 
president, and CEO of Georgia Power. 
Prior to those positions, Chris worked 
for former Congressman Leon Panetta. 

I congratulate Chris and wish him 
well as he prepares to lead Southern 
Company. 
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IN DEFENSE OF PARENTS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Georgia (Mr. MCCORMICK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. MCCORMICK. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in defense of parents who have 
the right to guide their child’s edu-
cation and to know what is being 
taught in the classroom. 

This body will soon vote on a great 
piece of legislation, H.R. 5, the Paren-
tal Bill of Rights. This bill puts par-
ents in the driver’s seat and makes stu-
dents the priority, not bureaucrats or 
administrators. 

It is hard to imagine who would fight 
against parental rights and school 
choice, but just the other day, Demo-
cratic legislators in my home State of 
Georgia were trying to stop several 
successful bills that expand education 
options for families. 

Shockingly, their reasoning was that 
low-income families are too 
uneducated and poor to have a say over 
their own children’s schooling. 

If you don’t believe me, here are the 
exact words of Georgia’s 67th House 
District Representative just last week: 
‘‘. . . they,’’ meaning the parents, ‘‘are 
already in the lower 25th percentile, 
meaning a lot of those parents did not 
finish high school, cannot direct, and 
could not finish their own education.’’ 

She continues: ‘‘I am extremely con-
cerned that we would put money in 
their hands, that entire piece of life in 
the hands of parents who are not quali-
fied to make those decisions.’’ 

Well, I think that is nonsense. The 
vast majority of Americans—moms and 
dads and teachers and students—know 
that is nonsense. 

History is littered by governments 
who thought they knew better, and 
that people and parents did not know 
better, much to the detriment of that 
culture and the ultimate failure of that 
government. 

That is why I am offering two amend-
ments to the Parental Bill of Rights. 

The first one establishes the right of 
parents to be informed about, and con-
sent to, participation in any non-cur-
riculum events or activities. 

We already do this for things that 
government schools deem important 
like field trips, gifted programs, indi-
vidual education plans, and free and re-
duced lunches. I believe that parents’ 
rights do not end at the discretion of 
the administration. 

Unfortunately, in recent years, some 
school systems have used the class-
room as a bully pulpit to push social 
engineering instead of learning envi-
ronments. This is not a partisan issue, 
and this has got to stop. The way it 
stops is keeping parents informed of 
what happens at school. 

My other amendment guarantees par-
ents the opportunity to address their 
school boards regarding any violation 
of their rights. As we have seen too 
often across the country, concerned 
moms and dads have been silenced, 
thrown out, or threatened when stand-
ing up for their children. This is unac-
ceptable. 

Families need accountability in their 
schools and a place to make their 
voices heard. Fortunately, from Geor-
gia to Virginia, from Texas to Idaho, 
and yes, even from California to New 
York, we are beginning to put students 
over systems and the people over a gov-
ernment, just like the Constitution in-
tended. 

This revolution of school choice and 
parental rights will help millions of 
families across America, and we are 
just getting started. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 2 
p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 37 
minutes p.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1400 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Margaret 
Grun Kibben, offered the following 
prayer: 

Hear the cries of Your people, O 
Lord. 

Out of the depths of their suffering, 
hear their voices, pleading for rescue 
from the hands of their tormentors for 
an end to the violence they endure 
from the hands of their oppressors and 
relief from the poverty they experience 
in both body and spirit. 

Let Your ears be attentive to the 
pleas that rise to You from across the 
globe from the innocent men, women, 
and children who are caught in the 

crossfire of the war in Ukraine and 
from the enemy’s conscripted soldiers 
who are forced to fight a war that is 
not of their own making. 

Hear the voices of those who dare to 
speak words of peace and reconcili-
ation into the winds of war and silence 
the rhetoric of false claims to the he-
gemony of property and the control of 
Your people. 

We wait for You, O Lord, to speak 
Your word. Countless wait on You to 
reach into their souls and give them 
reason to hope. More than those who 
wait in the darkness for the dawn, 
more than these, do we wait for Your 
power to redeem Your children. 

In Your steadfast love, save us from 
ourselves and from our inequities. 

In Your most holy name we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
the approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1 of rule I, the 
Journal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from South Carolina (Mr. WILSON) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina led 
the Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 

A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Byrd, one of its clerks, announced that 
the Senate has passed a bill of the fol-
lowing title in which the concurrence 
of the House is requested: 

S. 30.—An act to authorize major medical 
facility projects for the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs for fiscal year 2023, and for 
other purposes. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 101–509, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Majority Lead-
er, announces the reappointment of the 
following individual to serve as a mem-
ber of the Advisory Committee on the 
Records of Congress: 

Denise A. Hibay of New York. 
f 

NATIONAL AG WEEK 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, this 
week is National Ag Week. It is a time 
where America honors and gives 
thanks to her farmers, ranchers, and ag 
workers. Without their hard work, 
dedication, and ingenuity, our Nation 
would not enjoy the rich bounty of food 
they grow. 
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